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RIGBIE HOUSE 
or 

"Philip's Purchase" 
2 miles from Darlington 

Harford County, Maryland. 

I ... 
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Owner: Mr, Jones. 

Date of Erection:  Stone part before 173?; frame part 
about 1750. 

Architect: No record. 

Builder:  No record. 

Present Condition: Good, 

Number of Stories:  One and a half. 

materials of Construction: Stone, wood. 

Other Existing Records:  "Lafayette in Harford County" by 
J. Alexis Shriver (1931); Paper ov;ned and in 
possession of Mrs. Edith M. Smith of Audrey, 
Germantown, Pa.; Printed Narrative of James 
Rigbie. 

Additional Data:  See following pages. 
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HISTORICAL DATA: 

The patent is as follows: "Philip's Purclis.se, 
2000 acres, surveyed 15 July, 1683, for James Philips". 1 

On March 29, 1708, Thomas Tench (acting Governor 
of Maryland) willed to his grandson, Nathan Rigbie, 
"Philip's Purchase", 2000 acres on the Susquehanna River. 2 

Col. Nathan Rigbie was High Sheriff of Baltimore 
County and married in 1715 Cassandra Coale, the daughter of 
Philip and Cassandra (Skipwith Coale).  The son of Nathan 
and Cassandra Rigbie was Col. James Rigbie, who also was 
High Sheriff, and entertained Lafayette here in 1781. 
Col. James Rigbie married in 1741 Elizabeth Harrison of 
"Holly Hill", Anne Arundel County. 3 

1. Rent Roll, A. A. & Bait. Cos. #2, Folio 298, Land 
Office, Annapolis. 

2. Baldwin Calendar of Md. Wills, vol. 3, page 104. 

3. See Forman, H. C.;  "The Turner Family of 'Hebron* 
and Betterton" (1933) •>  and "Early Manor and Plan- 
tation Houses of Maryland" (1934), pages 121 and 124. 

By y£^ _       _i ^ 
As s ij/tanlTAr chi tec t 
National Park Service 



HABS Wo. Xa>-M 
Page 3. Hm£? 

MJD. 

js-iMffu.v 

GENEALOGICAL CHART OF RIGBIE FAMILY 

«§ 

James Rigbie (1630-81) 
Came to Lid. 1659 
=  Katherine Ceely 

James Rigbie Sr.= Eliza Tench, dau. of 
Thomas Tench, acting Gov. of Md. 

Col. Nathaniel Rigbie 
(1695-1752) 

^Cassandra Coale 

1.  Col. James Rigbie 
(1720-1790) 

= Elizabeth Harrison 

Cassandra = John Corse 
of Kent Co. 

Sarah Corse = 1789 Joseph 
Turner of 
Kent Co. 

James Thomas a dau, 

2. 
3- 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

Nathan b. 17^2 

Nathan Jr. = Sarah Giles 
John - Henrietta Ramsey 
Thomas 
Philip 
Skipwith 
Elisabeth «Wm. — 
Cassandra - — Webster 
Ann ^Saral. ¥.'illits 

10. Susan =. Wm Rumsey 
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RIGBIE HOUSE 
or 

"Philip's Purchase" 
2 miles from Darlington 

Harford County, Maryland. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: .1 

The old ston^ part of the house consists of a 
square kitchen whose walls are twenty-five inches thick. 
The frame part, built by Col. James Rigbie probably about 
1750, has a large living room, a guest room and a dining 
room on the first floor, and two bed rooms upstairs under 
the sloping roof.  The fireplace in the living room has 
been rebuilt in the center of the end of the room, and 
wind6-ws placed in the wall on either side of it.  The 
foundation of this fireplace indicated that formerly the 
fireplace stood on the right hand side, with, perhaps, a 
closet between it and the wall, as shown in the conjec- 
tural sketch. 

The position of the fireplace foundation is 
shown here; 
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The fine yellow pine panelling in the Living 
■room was covered with plaster until 1931* i-;hen Mr, J. 
Alexis Shriver restored the room and placed the two cup- 
boards in the corners.  The window frames are of black 
walnut. 

1. For measured plan, photographs of living room, stair- 
way, and the old kitchen, see "Early Manor and Plan- 
tation Houses of Maryland" (1934), pp. 121, 123, 124- 

m Byj, 
ant ArcHiTect 

National Park Service 
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Historic American Buildings Survey 
Measured and Drawn at 1/8" scale for "Early Manor and 
Plantslien Rouses of Maryland" (1934) fry Henry C. FormaD 

JORTH £N1J SCUTI-; GIDKB OF LIVING ROOM 
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Historic American Building Survey 
Measured and DraV;ii at l/S"   scsle  for  "Early Manor 
end  Plantation Houses   of Maryland"   (1934)   by 
Henrv   C*   Fornan 

(rest ^nd of Living Room i;=   coajectur;: I ;  b'-ving  been 
based  on 6Ame'o.uxcriE-  taken  of the  f ire >] £oe f ound?. t lone) 


